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RESOLUTIONS 
Adopted by the 
International Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
at its 
78th Annual Convention 
Toronto, Ontario, September 13, 1988 
1. Opposition to a Federal Fishery Licensing System 
2. Appreciation to Ontario 
International Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
444 N. Capitol Street, NW 
Suite 534 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
THE “INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION . . 
The I.A.EW.A. is composed of agencies, organizations and individuals 
engaged in the conservation of fish and wildlife resources in Canada, Mex- 
ico and the United States. Its objectives are to cultivate friendly relations and 
mutual understanding among officials engaged in natural resources conser- 
vation and to coordinate the programs that administer; to promote public 
understanding and appreciation of the importance of conserving natural 
resources; and to encourage the rational management of fish and wildlife 
resources. 
Governmental memberships are open to states, provincial, commonwealth, 
and federal agencies responsible for administration of fish and wildlife and 
its habitat. Only governmental members enjoy voting privileges. Associate 
and life memberships are open to present and former officials or employees 
of wildlife conservation agencies or organizations. Nongovernmental organiza- 
tions and corporations, and individuals, may support the work of the Associa- 
tion as contributing members. Memberships are also available for related 
regional associations and for affiliated professional organizations. 
The Association holds meetings, publishes its proceedings, a newsletter, and 
reports on issues of immediate or special concern. Through its committees, 
representation in Washington, and participation in study commissions, the 
Association brings its expertise and prestige to bear in behalf of needed ad- 
vances and reforms in fish and wildlife management at both the state and 
national levels. Its concerns include related problems and programs in Canada 
and Mexico. It represents the interests of its membership in sound wildlife 
conservation before congressional committees and executive departments, and 
in judicial proceedings. 
The Association’s annual meeting is held every year usually during the se- 
cond week of September. A spring meeting is held in conjunction with the 
North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference. Sessions cover 
current fish and wildlife conservation policy issues. The joint meetings pro- 
mote exchanges of ideas and philosophy between administrators and the pro- 
fessional fish and wildlife biologists, managers, and technical workers in 
related fields. 
Organized July 20, 1902, at a meeting of state wardens and officials at 
Yellowstone National Park, the Association has played a major role in the 
evolution of national conservation affairs. Its officers and members have in- 
cluded many of the nation’s conservation leaders. It annually bestows the Seth 
Gordon Award to an individual who has contributed significantly to the ad- 
ministration of fish and wildlife and related programs. 
Resolution No. 1 
OPPOSITION TO A FEDERAL FISHERY LICENSING SYSTEM 
WHEREAS, the States assert that all fishing licenses required of its residents 
should be established by the States; and 
WHEREAS, legislation relating to a federal fishery licensing system has 
periodically been introduced for consideration by the Congress of the United 
States; and 
WHEREAS, a proposal now under consideration by the current administra- 
tion would establish a federal fishery licensing system by imposing fees on 
recreational and commercial fishermen including charter boat operators and 
crews operating in the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ); and by assess- 
ing an ad valorem tax on all sale of federally-regulated fish by such fishermen, 
including sale of such fish when taken in State waters; and 
WHEREAS, it would be unlawful to harvest fish in the EEZ without paying 
such fees; and 
WHEREAS, such federal fishery licensing system would mandate charging 
resident fishermen the fees in addition to fees already established by the States; 
and 
WHEREAS, imposition of any federal user fee system will harm existing 
and planned State licensing programs and imposition of ad valorem taxes 
will interfere with landing fee programs implemented by State Governments; 
and 
WHEREAS, the recently adopted “National Recreational Fisheries Policy” 
in its Guiding Principles,“ . . . acknowledges that States have public trust 
responsibilities for management, policy-making and licensing of the fishery 
resources and anglers under their purview”; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the International Associa- 
tion of Fish and Wildlife Agencies is opposed to imposition of federal user 
fees or licenses for fishing as a federal invasion of State prerogative. 
